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Not Applicable 

That when the publication is on public display, the 
classification given to the publication must be shown on 
the publication or any package in which the publication is 
kept. 

and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a 
sealed package. 

03 February 2005 

Not Applicable. 

Secretary for Internal Affairs 
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Excisions: 


Not Applicable 


Reasons for excisions: 

Not Applicable 


Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The magazine entitled Loaded Issue 113 September 2003 is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 16 years. 

The images of sexualised nudity and the sexual references in the magazine lend the most weight to 
this age restriction. The classification is also supported by other content in the publication 
intended for mature readers. 

The publication is a thick, glossy magazine containing articles, cartoons, photo-spreads and 
advertisements. The magazine contains many photographs of naked or semi-naked women in 
poses that reveal the women's breasts and buttocks. The articles and captions in the magazine 
make strong use of sexual stereotypes as humour, and the strong sexual images of women, 
particularly in the advertising, may contribute to negative attitudes to women, especially amongst 
younger males. Although adults are considered likely to be able to put the sexual imagery and 
humour of the publication into context, this is due to experience and maturity which younger 
teenagers and children are unlikely to possess. Therefore the publication is restricted to an 
audience aged 16 years of age and over. 

An age restriction will interfere with the freedom of expression as set out in section 14 of the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. Given, however, that the publication is clearly intended for 
mature readers, and that there is likely injury to the public good in its being freely available, this 
limitation on the freedom of expression is justified. 
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